
We, the undersigned organisations, call on you to ensure the swift adoption of a strong and ambitious 

EU regulation on deforestation-free products. As “trilogue negotiations” on this law begin, we ask you to 

support a law that lives up to the promises of the European Green Deal and the Sustainable Development 

Goals and upholds the EU’s commitments on climate, biodiversity and human rights.  

This new law offers a historic opportunity to minimise the EU’s impact on forests and other valuable 

ecosystems within its own borders and around the world, as well as on the countless Indigenous and 

local communities living in and protecting forest areas.  

Your choices will influence the fate of 80% of the world’s terrestrial biodiversity and shape the natural 

world that future generations inherit. 

In 2020, over 1.2 million citizens called for a strong law. In 2022, over 100 civil society organisations 

from around the world called for a strong law and over 206,000 citizens called on their MEPs to deliver 

a strong law. Recent polls in Austria, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Sweden 

and The Netherlands confirm substantial public support for a strong new law. EU citizens do not want 

products driving forest and ecosystem destruction or human rights abuses in their shopping baskets. The 

overwhelming support for this law shows that it deserves prioritisation and swift adoption. The increasing 

impacts of climate change and severity of droughts, fires, storms and floods affecting Europe and 

countries around the world shows that there is no time to lose.

EU MINISTERS, COMMISSIONERS  
AND MEMBERS OF THE  
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT:  
the world is counting on you to adopt a strong EU regulation 
on deforestation-free products
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https://www.fern.org/fileadmin/uploads/fern/Documents/2022/Meridian_Institute_EU_Legislation_Opinion_Poll_Report_310822_FINAL__1_.pdf


Your deliberations will consider options of varying ambition. For this law to be effective, we urge you to 

agree a final text that includes the following best options on the table:

1. A comprehensive list of commodities including, cattle, cocoa, coffee, soy, oil palm and 

wood, rubber, maize, sheep, goat and pig meat, poultry and the most derived products 

possible.

2. Clear, robust and credible definitions set at EU level, including for “deforestation” and “forest 

degradation”, that effectively protect forests in and outside the EU.

3. Immediate protection of “other wooded land” and a time-bound commitment to extend 

protection to other natural ecosystems (like savannahs, peatlands, wetlands) within one year.

4. Protections for internationally-recognised human rights, particularly the rights of Indigenous 

Peoples, local communities, and environmental and human rights defenders, and the right to 

Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC).

5. Robust due diligence obligations for operators and large traders that require full traceability, 

based on geolocation, to all plots of land for all products without exceptions. Compliance 

should be confirmed in due diligence statements and the actions taken to comply should be 

detailed in periodic public reports. 

6. A limited role for third-party certification as “complementary information” that does 

not absolve operators or traders of their due diligence obligations, as proposed by the 

Commission.

7. Equivalent due diligence obligations for EU-based financial institutions.

8. A strong and comprehensive enforcement framework that includes mandatory minimum 

compliance checks as proposed by the Parliament, dissuasive and uniform penalties, and 

strong substantiated concern and access to justice mechanisms.

9. A cut off date no later than 31 December 2019 as proposed by the Parliament. 

10. Measures to support vulnerable stakeholders in producing countries, in particular to 

empower Indigenous Peoples, local communities, women, smallholders and civil society.

We are all counting on you to deliver a strong, ambitious and effective law. We will be following your 

deliberations closely and stand ready to support you in this vital effort.

Signed by 140+ civil society, smallholders’ and Indigenous Peoples’ organisations from 39 countries:
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World Animal Protection
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Yayasan Pusaka Bentala Rakyat

ZERO - Associação Sistema Terrestre Sustentável

PowerShift e.V.








